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Judaism loves questions. Some of them are easy. Is pork kosher? No. Can I go      

shopping on Shabbat? No. Should I give Tzedakah? Yes. Should I study Torah? 

Yes. But it is surprising how rarely I get to use yes or no as an answer to most of 

the questions I get asked. My usual answer to most  Jewish questions is the ever 

frustrating – it depends. It’s not that Judaism doesn’t provide black and white 

clarity; such clarity only comes after all the details of the situation are examined 

very carefully. You cannot categorically say yes or no without understanding 

those details upon which the answer depends. 

 

Right now we are dealing with a big “it depends” moment. Covid-19 forced us to close our doors and retool 

our service and behavior to be safe. We have opened those doors again with new protocols in place and with 

a better understanding of how to fight the disease. So should YOU come to services? It depends. 

 

For some of our congregants, the answer will be yes. They have no health issues and do not come into con-

tact with others who are more vulnerable. They are willing to conscientiously abide by our safety protocols at 

all times. They do not need to expose themselves to riskier settings factors such as work or school where  

social distancing may be impossible. 

 

For others, the answer will be no. They have compromised immune systems or are often around those who 

do. They or their family are often in crowded situations and unable to socially distance. They cannot or will 

not be able to comply with our safety rules. 

 

For most people the answer will be it depends. We have taken great pains to make our sanctuary and      

synagogue a place with minimal risk of exposure, but there is still some risk. Therefore, there is no one size 

fits all answer. No one is wrong for coming to services with these precautions in place. No one is wrong for 

staying home and joining in through the live streaming even with these precautions in place. If you can only 

come in for one hour or even 30 minutes to add your prayers to ours and feel a part of your community, 

please come. Each must weigh their situation and the unique details of their own lives.  

 

Judaism is blessed to show us that the particulars of each human life are important and essential for making a 

decision regarding that life. We should rejoice that we have a faith and wisdom tradition strong enough to 

guide each of us on the path we must walk even if it requires more mental effort on our part than reaching 

for a cliché answer.  As we prepare for a High Holidays which will look both similar to and different from all 

previous ones, please be patient with yourself and each other as we seek the right paths for each member of 

our sacred community. If you have questions and would like to discuss your unique situation, please feel free 

to contact me at any time.  

L’Shalom 

Rabbi Joshua Neely  

From the Rabbi  
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From Your Sisterhood           

Co-Presidents 

 

 

 

 

To Our Temple Israel Family, 

On behalf  of  Amara Goldstein and Jennifer Schreiber, as co-presidents of  

Sisterhood, we would like to welcome you to our new year.  We are looking forward to a year full of  

exciting and diverse programs.  Our incoming Board is working hard to put together a fun filled year 

where we focus on friend-raising instead of  fund-raising (although we will do some of  that too).  We 

would like to thank both Cathy Swerdlow and Jennifer Schreiber for stepping up as co-president last 

year when Claudia Danoff  had to step aside.  We especially would like to thank Cathy as she is also 

the Women’s League Florida Region President!  As your incoming presidents we are working hard to 

see what our membership would like to see presented.  We look forward to working with the rest of  

the incoming Board, which includes Michelle Bilsky as Treasurer, Wanda Vargas as Programming VP, 

Roberta Schreiber as Membership VP, Cathy Swerdlow as Torah Fund Chair, Sheri Stearns as Gift 

Shop Chair, Claudia Danoff  as Corresponding Secretary, Debra Markowitz as Installation Luncheon 

Chair, and Emily Raij as Fundraising VP. We are currently looking for someone to be Recording    

Secretary and Education VP, so if  you want to get involved, please let us know. 

We are focusing on finding something for everyone, so if  you have any ideas of  programs or special 

interest groups you would like to be a part of, please pass your ideas along and we will see if  we can 

incorporate it into our year.  As we look forward, we are focusing on Zoom meetings until we can 

safely meet in person again.  However, we are still looking forward to well-attended events that will 

deepen our sense of  camaraderie and allow us to explore our sense of  Judaism and our place in the 

community. 

Your membership in Sisterhood also includes membership in Women’s League of  Conservative      

Judaism, which is an international organization that works toward goals that support Jewish         

communities around the globe!  We also help fund the five Conservative Seminaries which are located 

around the world.  This being said, your membership dues go a long way towards these projects.  As 

part of  the Florida Region, we are able to attend meetings and programs which are held in various 

cities throughout the state. 

You can participate in many different ways, such as volunteer your time (maybe an hour or two a 
month), assist in Sisterhood Shabbat (typically held in January), or even become a member of  a   
committee.  We look forward to hearing from you soon so that we can have a successful year! 
L’Shanah Tovah! 

Jennifer Schreiber and Amara Goldstein, Sisterhood Co-Presidents  
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 Congratulations to 

Emma Berg on her   

Bat Mitzvah            

September             

4th & 5th 

 

 

Emma just started the 

8th grade at Milwee    

Middle School where she is in the Engineering Magnet program, 

and has been on the Varsity volleyball team for all 3 years. She also 

plays volleyball for Top Select volleyball club. Emma has studied  

piano since she was 4 years old, and has won 4 Federation of    

Music Gold Cup awards. She has attended TI religious school since 

Pre-K, excluding first grade when she spent the entire year in 

China.  


