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As the election season heats up with the summer sun, we would all do well 

to remember the lessons of  our Sages. The Chachamim have left behind 

thousands of  pages of  arguments and debates. On every page, battles are 

fought over issues great and small, many of  which are of  central impor-

tance to daily and national life and even existence itself. However, they   

refused to let their differences fundamentally divide them. So how did they 

decide? In general, they would debate until all points had been examined 

on all sides. Then there would be a vote to decide which way to proceed. On one rare occasion, they 

could not reach a conclusion through usual methods. The Talmud relates what happened: 

 

For three years Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disagreed. These said: The halakha is in accordance with 

our opinion, and these said: The halakha is in accordance with our opinion. Ultimately, a Divine 

Voice emerged and proclaimed: Both these and those are the words of  the living God. However, the 

halakha is in accordance with the opinion of  Beit Hillel.  The Gemara asks: Since both these and 

those are the words of  the living God, why were Beit Hillel privileged to have the halakha established 

in accordance with their opinion? The reason is that they were agreeable and forbearing, showing re-

straint when affronted, and when they taught the halakha they would teach both their own statements 

and the statements of  Beit Shammai. Moreover, when they formulated their teachings and cited a  

dispute, they prioritized the statements of  Beit Shammai to their own statements, in deference to Beit 

Shammai. 

 

Notice first that both sides had positions that could be valid within Judaism; they were both words of  

the “living God.” So why was the School of  Hillel’s position given preference? Not because they were 

louder or more passionate. Not because they had the best fundraising. Not because only they care for 

the nation. But because they were more willing to listen humbly to their opponents and to share their 

opponents’ views even while teaching their own. This earned them additional respect from the God 

of  justice and compassion. 

 

I will never tell another person who they should vote for; that is the ultimate expression of  their  

freedom as a human being. But as we debate and wrestle with our future, be like the School of  Hillel; 

listen with humility and respect. See the essence of  your opponents’ concerns and positions. Do not 

treat each other with anger, hate or bitterness no matter how far apart you find yourselves. After all, 

just like the schools of  Hillel and Shammai, we still have to live with one another when all is said and 

done.  

L’Shalom 

Rabbi Joshua Neely  

From the Rabbi  
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From the Vice-President 

 

 

Shalom! 
 
The pandemic may have slowed some things down, but not at Temple Israel! 
We have managed to stay very busy these past few months, and I am delighted 
that we were able to resume in-person Shabbat services as of  the weekend of  
7/24-7/25.   Even better, we had a nice group of  people in attendance at both 

services.  This was all made possible by our many dedicated volunteers and, of  course, Rabbi Neely, 
all of  whom devoted many hours to ensuring that all safety measures were put in place to protect the 
health of  our congregants.   They have now begun the process of  planning for our High Holiday  
services in September which will be especially meaningful to us all this year.   Safety, of  course, will be 
our top priority.  For those congregants preferring to celebrate Shabbat and/or High Holiday services 
from the comfort of  their homes, these can be live streamed via a link on the synagogue website.   
  
On behalf  of  the congregation, I want to extend a HUGE THANK YOU TO Amara and David 
Goldstein who celebrated our reopening by providing a pick-up Shabbat dinner set (Challah, matzo 
ball soup, grape juice, and candles with a spark!) for those who responded.  Delightful and              
delicious!!!!!! 
 
 MAGAL, our exceptional religious school, has been growing in enrollment, and its remarkable  
teachers are looking forward to the new school year. 
 
 Adults are learning, too!  Susan Bernstein leads Prayerful Insights each Sunday morning from      
10:00 – 10:40.  These classes started in March to study the history, meaning, and translation of  basic 
Jewish prayers, including those recited on Shabbat and holidays.  Some future subjects will be the 
Birkat Hamazon and High Holiday liturgy.  Anyone interested in joining this Zoom group should 
contact Susan at susanbernstein35@gmail.com.  Topic suggestions are always welcomed! 
 
 Natan Brener, our Adult Education Chair, has been virtually hosting a wide range of  interesting   
programs.  On 7/19/20, he brought us Avi Melamed, one of  Israel’s most respected intelligence   
analysts to discuss Israel’s West Bank Annexation Plan.  On Sunday, 8/2 at 10:00 am, the subject will 
be Iran’s Influence in the Middle East Against Israel, and on Sunday 9/30 at 10:00 a.m., it will be    
Israel as an Obstacle in Turkey’s Quest to Revive the Ottoman Empire.  All events are free and open 
to the community.  All interested should contact Natan at natanbrener@gmail.com  

 We have all gotten used to working from home, making some of  us more technologically advanced 
than we ever thought possible.  For example, I have learned how to scan!  This made me so proud 
that I moved this skill to the top of  my resume.   
STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY AND COOL! 
  
Lori Pearson-Wise 
Vice-President 

 

mailto:natanbrener@gmail.com
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From Judi Chisdes and 

Your Ritual Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you: 

 

In the brief time that we had to make do without 

him, we discovered how very much our Rabbi 

does in a week!  

 

Thank you to everyone who helped  keep our religious services  

going during Rabbi Neely’s vacation time. We wouldn’t have been 

able to do it without all of you. 

 

For hosting and leading Sunday morning Minyan: Natan Brener 

 

For writing and delivering Divrei Torah, Divrei Haftarah, and       

Sermons: Carol Albert, Michelle Gil, Joe Ihns, Sam Ihns, Bernie 

Kahn, Fabienne Kaplan, Debbie Meitin, Lori Pearson-Wise 

 

For leading Friday Kabbalat Shabbat Services: Susan Bernstein, 

Debbie Meitin 

 

For serving as Saturday morning Karyan: Debbie Meitin 

Our Gabaiim Bob Kaplan and Bernie Kahn 

Shlichay Tzibur and Torah readers: Carol Albert, Lizzie Anglada, 

Will Berg, Bernie Kahn, Bob Kaplan, Debbie Meitin, Daniel Wise 

 

For miscellaneous tasks: Bernie Kahn, Geanne Share, Bonnie 

Miller, Katherine Oliviery 

 

-Judi Chisdes, Ritual Committee Chair 
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MAGAL  2020-21 News! 
 MAGAL 2020-2021 Registration is available now! 

tiflorida.org/magal-online-registration-form/ 

First Day of School Drive-In August 16th 

 Join Rabbi Neely ’ s  Dungeons & Dragons GROUP! 

Email Rabbi Neely at rabbi@tiflorida.org to join the game! 

 The Little Free Library needs supply donations.   

August is Dry Goods month ( pasta, rice, beans etc)  place    

donations in plastic container in the LFL. 

“One Call Now” 

Temple Israel is now using this message provider. S ince its founding in 2005,                      

One Call Now  has grown to be America’s largest g roup messaging provider.                 

The company’s solutions equip organizations with fast, rel iable tools  for sending alerts 

to many contacts at once across multiple devices, including text message,            

phone cal l , and email .  

PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT—YOU WILL NEED TO OPT IN TO USE OUR 

TEXT MESSAGE SERVICE  

Upcoming Adult Education Programs 

August 2 at 10am Avi Melamed: Iran vs Israel 

August 30 at 10am Avi Melamed: Turkey vs Israel 

The week of 8/31-9/4 Virtual bus trip through Israel with JNF 

Contact Natan Brener for more details on virtual bus tour tickets natanbrener@gmail.com  

mailto:natanbrener@gmail.com
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 Welcome Back to Our Sanctuary 
Rules of Attendance 

 
We need everyone to do their part of this mitzvah of protecting one another from possible exposure. 
No one is exempt. Please do not choose for yourself if the rules apply; they do. If you cannot comply 

with the policies, please continue to join us through our live streaming on the Temple Israel website.  

If you have had symptoms or been near someone with symptoms, please stay home and 
seek treatment as necessary. 

 
If you are immunocompromised, please stay home as well. 

 
Everyone must properly wear a mask covering their nose and mouth at all times while at 
Temple Israel. 

 
Everyone will have their temperature checked at the door. 

 
Please maintain social distance at all times. 

 
If you use the bathroom, please use a paper towel to touch any fixtures. 

 
Please take a kippah from the labeled container and return to the second one. 

 
Pews are marked for the different days of services.  

 
Only sit in a pew for that day. 

 
Only those who live at the same address may sit in the same pew together. 

 
Only use books from that pew and return them there as well. 

 
Please refrain from shaking hands, hugging each other or other contact. 

 
Those called to the bimah must use sanitizer before going up and after coming down. 

 
Please follow all additional instructions when on the bimah. 

 
We will not be having oneg or kiddush meals. 

 

Please be patient as we implement these policies and continue to adapt to the situation. 

It will be wonderful to be together again and to fill our sanctuary with the sound of prayer, To-

rah and community. Please work with us so we can keep our doors as open as our hearts. 

 
Shabbat Shalom 

Rabbi Joshua Neely 

https://www.tiflorida.org/sanctuary-video-stream/
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By Ed Borowsky 

This is the first article in a four-part series about the Puerto Rican Jews living in Central Florida and their 
history. 

Since Hurricane Maria in 2017 an exodus of Puerto Ricans, have relocated to the mainland United States. 
The overall population in Florida now exceeds one million, surpassing the Cuban population as the largest 
Hispanic group in the state. 

Jewish history in Puerto Rico 

Puerto Rico has the largest Jewish population of all the islands in the Caribbean. Today the Jewish        
population is around 3,000 in comparison to an overall population of 3.3 million. They're a vibrant       
community who contribute to business, commerce, entertainment and education on the island.  

The first Jews arrived with Christopher Columbus in 1493, on his second trip to the New World. Fleeing 
persecution from the Inquisition, the conversos found once they arrived on the island that Spanish           
influence precluded them from practicing openly. For hundreds of years anyone other than Catholics were 
discouraged from immigrating as the Catholic church had tremendous influence over the crown.  

 

 

Michelle Gil 

Jews In the Land of Disney: A Puerto Rican converso          
discovers her Jewish roots   June 19,2020 

https://www.heritagefl.com/photos/big/13390/12
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During the 15th and 16th centuries, the majority of Jews settled in the remote mountainous regions of 
the island, now present-day San Juan. Although they openly practiced Christianity, conversos secretly 
kept their Jewish worship. This practice is known as Crypto-Judaism. Over time, the next generations 
intermarried until they eventually lost their identity. 

There has been an increase in conversions to Judaism due to the ability to now research genealogy 
online, the easy and affordable access to DNA testing and the ability to travel affordably around the 
world. Once discovering their Jewish roots, the modern-day descendants of those that fled Spain during 
the inquisition, are now seeking out their lost heritage. 

Michelle Gil, now a member of Temple Israel in Winter Springs, discovered her heritage in a unique 
way. She was born in the Bronx, New York, into a Pentecostal Christian home. Because of their mixed      
marriage, her parents suffered discrimination, and eventually divorced. Gil and her mother moved to 
Puerto Rico when Michelle was two years old. She was raised by her mother and her grandparents in 
Utuado, a small town in a mountainous region located in the central part of the island.  

"We had about 10 acres of land and my grandfather raised coffee, bananas as well as sweet potatoes and 
other vegetables. My grandfather always shared all his produce with everyone in the neighborhood. He 
supported us and everyone that had a need. I remember the beauty of the hills and the rivers. When I 
went to Israel six years ago, it was as if I was back in my small town. The beauty, the people, all           
reminded me of home because I was home." 

Searching for her roots 

Eight years ago Gil began her search for her roots. 

"I had a dream one night," Gil said. "A dream that was so vivid, so real, that I believe to this day that it 
was meant to steer me in a direction toward Judaism. 

I was above, looking down on the Island of Puerto Rico. I descended, my view coming closer, hovering 
just above the island, until I saw my hometown Utuado. A path pointed to where I ended up going next, 
to the northern coastline of Puerto Rico to a town called Arecibo. This town is one of several where 
Jew's fleeing the Inquisition disembarked after coming from Spain. I followed the path, which then sent 
me toward a southern part of Spain. I hovered above Spain for a moment, and then the path took me to 
Israel. When I finally reached Israel, I viewed it from high above, and then I came down to the ground. I 
can't explain it to this day, but I felt I was lying at the feet of Abraham. A person in the dream appeared 
to me, telling me that I was Jewish and the blessing came from my grandmother on my mother's side of 
my family. I awoke, and that's when I realized I had Jewish roots. It was so clear to me. Up to that point 
in my life, I had no idea that I had any Jewish identity at all."  

She told her mother, Lydia Arocho, about her dream. "She thought I was crazy," Gil said.  

A year or so later, Arocho realized they did have a Jewish past.  

"My mother had a dream," Gil shared. "In her dream, she was standing in a crowd of people and a man 
asked which one of them were Jewish. My mother was compelled to raise her hand because I told her 
that she had a lost Jewish heritage. The man moved all the Jews out of the group and they were taken to 
the most beautiful place she had ever seen. She couldn't explain how beautiful it was. It was at that 
point that my mother accepted we had a Jewish past," Gil said.  
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Michelle attended University of South Florida in Tampa where she received a bachelor's degree in   
communications. After school she moved to Orlando and mainly worked in the field of business          
development and marketing. Her specialty is being a consultant to consultants.  

 

 

Four years ago Gil began the conversion process. 

"I met with Rabbi Neely who opened the pathway to Judaism for my life and I completed the process in 
2015. I have a feeling that I've come home. Rabbi Neely is a unique rabbi that has been a wonderful 
leader in my process to become a Jew and my fellow congregants have been very welcoming, in fact we 
have quite a few Puerto Rican Jews that now belong to our synagogue. So much so that we have 'Latino 
Shabbat' services frequently." 

Gil is currently evaluating various sources to complete the search and change her conversion status to 
'Shuva,' a returning Jew." 

Synagogues around Central Florida have seen an increase of Jewish Puerto Ricans becoming active 
members. Gil's story is just one of many. 

 

Michelle as a baby with her parents. 

https://www.heritagefl.com/photos/big/13390/13
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Message Center 
A Friendly Reminder from the Comptroller 

Please remember that all financial obligations are due in full September  1, 2020 to remain  mem-
bers in good standing. If you are on a formal monthly or quarterly plan your financial obligations 
are due in full by the end of 2020. 

As always, if you have any questions about your status, please call or email me or Robert, our 
bookkeeper.   

We can be reached at  GeanneFla@aol.com or 407-234-5616  Bookkeeper@TIFlorida.org or    
407-647-3055. 

Have a safe and happy rest of your summer! 

Geanne Share 

 

Nominating Committee 

In accordance with our Bylaws, we are seeking volunteers to join the Nominating Committee for 
next year's slate of officers and trustees.  As required, the committee will consist of 3 members 
of the Board of Directors and 3 non-board members.   

Anyone interested in serving on the Nominating Committee should submit their names to the 
Secretary, Hugh Rosenblum. The Committee will be voted on in the September General Board 
meeting  from the names submitted and is headed up by our Past-President, Adrian Share. 

Email Hugh at hugh_rosenblum@hotmail.com or call the office at (407)647-3055 

Volunteers Needed 

If you find yourself sheltering in place with extra time on your hands, we would love to hear 

from you! Temple Israel is always looking for volunteers and you don’t have to leave home to 

make a difference.   

Contact Bonnie in the office for the many ways you can help your Temple Israel family. 

Email manager@tiflorida.org or call  (407)647-3055 

mailto:GeanneFla@aol.com
mailto:hugh_rosenblum@hotmail.com
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June 2020 Donations 
GENERAL FUND 
Donor     In Honor Of 
Art Louv & Marci Kagan Louv Sofer on Site Int'l.  
 
 

PPRAYER BOOK FUNDS 
Donor   
Jeffri Moore     

RABBI’S TZEDAKAH FUND 
Donor     In Memory Of 
Judith Cope   Mother, Bluma Wise  
    Meitin  
Robert Berger   Olivia Berger  

1 Will Berg 10 Andrea Kobrin 20 Robert Gassman 

1 Irene Lober 12 Andrea Ravinoff 21 Erica Davis 

2 Harvey Kobrin 12 Madeline Katz 25 Emma Berg 

3 John Feenburg 15 Yaela Marks 26 Edith Schulman 

3 Nikki Botwinik 15 Howard Roland 26 Mark Vangrov 

3 Victoria Marshall 17 David Markowitz 27 Judith Suberman 

4 Samuel Morgan 18 Clifford Reback 29 Aaron Botwinik 

6 Rochelle Richman 18 Karen Savage 29 Margaret Katz 

7 Charlene Neely 20 Amy Supraner 30 Neil Webman 

      

7 Eric & Amanda Hoffman 25 Mark & Ellen Lang  

17 Jay & Jill Gold 26 Ross & Robin Katzman  

18 Keith & Helaine Rosenfield  28 Carol & Stephen Albert  

20 Dick & Nancy Katz  30 Daniel & Lori Wise  

24 Mark & Debby Vangrov    

August Birthdays 

August Anniversaries 
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The RAISE program for adults with special needs is now accepting online        

applications for a limited number of  fall positions. 

RAISE is a 6- to 12-month work and social skills training program offered 

through the Jewish Federation of  Greater Orlando that is open to all faiths and 

provides paid employment at our partnering Jewish agencies. In addition, RAISE 

assists our employees in the transition to finding employment in the community. 

If  you know a young adult who may benefit from RAISE or you are interested 

in volunteering as a Job Coach, please apply online at: jfgo.org/RAISE or        

contact the JFGO office: 407.645.5933 ext 236 


