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Do Jews celebrate the Gregorian New Year? Do we think 
January 1 has any religious significance? No. Neither for 
us, nor the keepers of  the secular calendar. The secular  
calendar may have been arranged by Papal decree, but New 

Years day lacks religious meaning. Do we think it is a fine day for           
celebrating and looking hopefully towards a new year? Of  course. As Jews, 
we love new beginnings. We see them everywhere. 
 
In the biblical world, new kings would usher in new calendar dates. New 
success or tragedies would become moments of  reflection and dedication 
to new paths. The victories of  Joshua and David gave renewed strength and 
focus. The discoveries of  Josiah brought renewed devotion to God and   
Torah. The destruction of  the Temple brought a new age of  reflection and 
innovation. The Psalmists constantly sing of  finding a new song, a shir   
chadash. 
 
Judaism teaches us to cherish the past while simultaneously looking to the 
future with eagerness. We are eager to see what we can do to improve    
ourselves and our communities. Eager to see what challenges we will be able 
to overcome. Eager to know what new wisdom will be uncovered. If  there 
is a date on the calendar which inspires us to look forward again, we       
embrace it. May we make 2021 a year to remember with fondness through 
our eager actualization of  Torah in this world. 
 
L’Shalom 
Rabbi Joshua Neely  

From The Rabbi 
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Dear Temple Israel Family, 
 
It has been an honor to be your Comptroller over the last 4 + years. I had a 
terrific Budget and Finance Committee consisting of  Steve Sesit,   
Andrew Feinberg, Judi Chisdes, Yaela Marks, Adrian Share, Roz Weinstein, 
Mollie Savage, Hugh Rosenblum, Richard Crane, Kris Crane, and David 
Magness. I want to thank them all for their support and level-headed  
guidance. Together we accomplished a lot!  

 
 A strong new investment policy and new relationship with Ben Weiner, WPWG 
 Insurance policies for commercial, employee and cyber liability and new relationship with 

Richard Kerr, IOA 
 Compliant creation of  employee medical insurance and new relationship with Medcom 
 A review of  software over a year, including input from other Synagogues   
 An upgrade of  our technology capabilities to commercial and wireless and new relationship 

with Nick Barraco, Computer Screen Investigators. 
 A new Human Resource relationship with Anthros, Inc (A 90K value for 5K) 
 An updated Employee Handbook reviewed by attorneys at both IOA and Anthros, Inc. 
 An updated Bar/Bar Mitzvah Contract 
 Created Event Budget Forms and Event Planning Forms 
 Attained forgivable PPP Grant for 41.6K 
 Updated all Accounting Procedures 
 Installed the “Red Box” in the office for off  hour secure collection 
 Implemented a Security Fee 
 Brought the Congregation into good standing 
 Help Coordinate the Replenish The Nest Egg Campaign (327K)  
 Attained FEMA Grant (92K) with Safety and Security Committee 
 Created leases, relationships,  & brought building up to code (Over 200.58K income) 
 Implemented a checking account and payment structure for MAGAL 
 And so much more! 
 
It was a pleasure to work with 5 different administrations and our fearless leaders, Mark Kluger, 
Adrian Share, and Bernie Kahn. Their complete support and open minds and ears also made 
serving a reward. Thank you again. Of  course, none of  this would have been possible without the 
continued back up from Robert Behr, our bookkeeper and ALL the office staff  over my tenure. 
We’re in great hands now with Bonnie Miller as our Office Manager and her support Katherine 
Oliviery. Our beloved Rabbi Neely gave me great insight and encouragement in complete trans-
parency and was a partner in implementing all new things or carrying out difficult tasks. Thank 
you so much Rabbi.  
I am confident Michael Danoff  will do a great job going forward and I’ve got your back Michael! 
That said, it is very exciting to be back in the VP of  Membership role. I have some ideas about 
bringing in new people through fun virtual and outside events. It will take a village and I encour-
age anyone who would like to join Membership to contact me. We will be having short monthly  
virtual meetings at a time that works for the majority. Yesterday, I received a call from a now  
returning member come January 1., 2021. That puts our unit count at 168!  Onward and upward. 
Stay safe and be well. Thank you for your trust. Geanne Share 

Geanne Share,  Comptroller 
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A Message from Bonnie Miller,  
Office Manager 

 
Greetings all, 
As I have been with the Temple Israel family for almost one 
year now, I continue to be grateful to be part of  this               
organization. Our tagline “Building Community” could not be 
more true!  

 
To recap only some of  the events we hosted: 

 Tizmoret: A Cappella Choir 
 Venetian Purim Masquerade 
 MAGAL Purim Carnival 
 Cyber Bullying 
 Ken Hanson programs 
 Latino Shabbat 
 Prayerful Insights 
 Tu B’Shevat Celebration 

Since April, despite the fact that our way of  conducting temple business has changed, 
our board members and Rabbi Neely have not missed a beat!  
Temple Israel has continued to serve the community in the virtual world: 
Rabbi Neely continues programs on Zoom and communicates on WhatsApp.  
Natan Brener has been instrumental in providing Adult Education programs, free of  
charge to the community with the help of  generous donors, and continues to provide 
the connection that we all need. To mention only a few: Morning Sparks, Trivia, and 
The Masorti Movement programs.  
As part of  my role as Office Manager, I have been working on making the office 
more efficient and I have been examining invoices and vendors to reduce expenses. 
I want to thank Lori Pearson-Wise, Geanne Share, Mollie Savage, Judi Chisdes, Emily 
Raij, Jennifer Schreiber, Michael Danoff, Joe Ihns, Roz Weinstein – I am grateful to all 
of  you for your time, instruction, insight, and assistance.  The volunteer hours and 
commitment you give for the betterment of  Temple Israel are astounding. You have 
all been so supportive and I am eternally grateful!  
Lastly and most importantly, I want to encourage everyone to consider Temple Israel 
when you are making your end of  year tax deductible contributions. Temple Israel has 
been serving the community since 1954 – through economic ups and downs. In these 
uncertain times, your generosity is needed important now more than ever!  
Thank you all for your support. My door is always open.  
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MAGAL  2020-21 News! 

 MAGAL 2020-2021 Registration is still available! 

tiflorida.org/magal-online-registration-form/ 

 The Little Free Library needs supply donations.   

December: Meat The Need ( c anned meats! )  .  

place donations in plastic container in the LFL. 

 
Upcoming Adult Education Programs 

 

 1/6/2021 9am- Morning Sparks- First Shabbat of the Month. 
The   program is free and open to the entire community. We 
will use the book "The Thirteen Petalled Rose: A Discourse on 
the Essence of Jewish Existence and Belief" by Rabbi Adin       
Steinsaltz as our textbook. We will provide a handout with the 
reading of the day.  Morning Sparks will be livestreamed from 
the Savage Family Chapel. 
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Volunteers Needed 

If you find yourself sheltering in place with extra time on your hands, we would love to hear 
from you! Temple Israel is always looking for volunteers and you don’t have to leave home to 
make a difference.   
Contact Bonnie in the office for the many ways you can help your Temple Israel family. 
Email manager@tiflorida.org or call  (407) 647-3055 

Yael is a 7th grader pre-IB 

student at Milwee Middle 

School. She loves learning and 

exploring the world. It’s no 
surprise that her favorite  

subjects are Civics and Band, 

as she enjoys volunteering in 

the community and also likes 

music, singing, and dancing. 

Yael loves reading, baking, 

and spending time with her 

family. She is kind,           

compassionate, and              

optimistic.  

We love you very much, 

Yaelita, and we congratulate 

you on becoming a Bat    

Mitzvah. 

Emely, Natan and Ilana 

Brener 

Congratulations to 
Yael Brener 
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Advertise in the Bulletin                                     

$36 per month $360 per year business card size ad   

Contact the TI Office Manager, Bonnie to place your ad         

manager@tiflorida.org or 407-647-3055 

Hello Temple Israel! 

My name is Joshua Nemery, and I am a Life Scout in Boy Scout Troop 

39 of Oviedo, Florida. I am currently in the process of organizing my 

Eagle Scout project, which will benefit the playground at the MAGAL 

Religious School. 

The scouts and I will be performing essential maintenance and installing new benches. These 

improvements will make the school more enjoyable for students and enhance their learning 

experience. 

Troop 39 needs your support to complete this goal. 

Attached is a link to a GoFundMe page where you can donate to help us get this project 

done. Any and all donations are appreciated. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/joshua-nemery039s-eagle-project 

For any questions please feel free to contact me at jcnemery@yahoo.com 

Thank you! 

Hot Microphone! 
Judaism tells us life and death are in the power of speech. This 
has always been true and is doubly so in the current world of 

technology where statements can be captured and 
spread endlessly around the world.  As we have wired 

our sanctuary and chapel for livestreaming, please     
remember that what you say in those spaces may be 
heard by others near and far. It is good practice for  

controlling our speech at all times.  
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Jews In the Land of Disney:  For Charlene Neely, digging into 
genealogy uncovered her rich Jewish heritage November 20, 2020 

One side of Charlene Neely's family 
settled in New Mexico in 1590. The 
other side settled there in 1680. 

"Both grandparents were Roman 
Catholic and although we were His-
panic, we didn't have the physical 
characteristics of what was common 
in the Southwest. We spoke Spanish, 
but I had cousins who had blue eyes 
and blonde hair, or green eyes with 
auburn hair," said Neely, mother of 
Rabbi Joshua Neely. 

Her grandmother, Mary Teresa 
Gallegos, was a practicing Roman 
Catholic, who went to church fre-
quently, however, Neely remembers 
that she lit candles on Friday evenings 
in her bedroom. Her family didn't eat  

pork, which she didn't realize meant anything until later in her life.  

Her father's side of the family, the Mitchells, were Protestants from Cornwall, England. They 
moved to Los Angeles in 1928. 

"My mother married my father in 1940 when she was 15. My father was 19. They married during 
Lent, which was frowned upon, and they became persona non-grata within the Catholic Church. 
My parents weren't very religious, but my mother was spiritual. She had a strong belief in God; 
however, I don't remember her ever talking about Jesus, and we never had a cross in our home," 
Neely recalled. 

Neely grew up in Southern California, always living near the ocean. At one point her parents 
lived on a 45-foot cabin cruiser. Because of their location on the dock, Neely was able to go to the 
good schools because the affluent people lived near the ocean. "We fished and enjoyed growing 
up on the water." 

Neely was fiercely independent as a young woman and had a curiosity that led her at the young 
age of 13, to look for a religion that made sense. She visited a myriad of churches, however noth-
ing clicked. In 1960 she asked her Jewish friend if she would take her to her synagogue.  

"That first time was when I realized that this is where I belonged. It just made sense to me. When 
I went home after that visit, I discussed it with my parents who were very supportive."  

She began the conversion process when she was 15. When she told her Catholic grandmother 
about her decision, her grandmother replied, "If that's your choice, then you should wear it every 
day. In fact, I believe that I'm Jewish too," 

 

Charlene Neely ( far right )  with her sons, Joshua ( l )  and 

Seth, the day her mother returned after the Bet Din.  
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Neely completed her conversion after finishing tenth grade. She joined Hadassah and became 
very active. "At that time Junior Hadassah offered a leadership program which helped me tre-
mendously. I had some very strong Jewish mentors in that program." 

In 1963, Neely had the opportunity to go to Israel for the first time where she stayed for three 
months. "It had a profound impact on my life. It was there that I felt accepted into the broader 
Jewish community. At that point, I knew I had come home." 

Neely attended San Diego State University where she got her degree in history with a minor in 
geography. During this time, she stayed actively involved in Hadassah, frequently flying back and 
forth to the east coast attending conventions. She's proud to say that she's a life member.  

In 1966, as a junior leader in her early 20s, Neely took another trip to Israel and returned a year 
later as a volunteer to help during the Six-day War. At that time, when the youth were in the Is-
raeli armed forces there was a call out for young people to come to Israel to help with civilian 
jobs that were left open. Neely worked on a kibbutz in Northern Israel.  

"It was a very crucial time and we knew that if the war didn't go well, we could potentially be on 
the front lines," Neely shared. 

There were 40 volunteers on the kibbutz, the majority of them from France. She and her two 
Dutch roommates had the same feeling: "We were proud of the fact that when our children asked 
us, 'Where were you when the Jewish people needed you?' we could say we were there!"  

Neely had met her husband in grad 
school a year before she went to Is-
rael. Upon returning home, Neely 
married him and had two sons. The 
marriage lasted seven years. After the 
divorce, it forced her to raise her chil-
dren independently, and she had to 
make a living on her own. 

She became assistant director of edu-
cation for her reform temple, Temple 
Beth Israel, where she worked for 22 
years. She eventually became director 
and she organized and founded their 
Jewish Day School. 

An opportunity arose to become  Charlene Neely with her grandchildren. 

of education for her reform temple, Temple Beth Israel, where she worked for 22 years. She 
eventually became director and she organized and founded their Jewish Day School.  

An opportunity arose to become director of education with a conservative temple, Temple Beth 
El, in San Diego. She worked there for over seven years. 

Neely's son, Joshua, had a genealogy project when he was a junior in high school. She traveled 
with him to the National Archives in Laguna Niguel, Calif. At that time there were five reposito-
ries in the country all underground, just in case there was a nuclear conflict. They didn't have 
computers just microfiche machines. 

"My time there is when things in my life became illuminated. There were patterns I saw, obvious 
clues like many Jewish surnames and first names. I also learned that it was common for cousins 
to marry cousins. There were no 'Juans' or 'Jesus' in our family tree. It was obvious that we had 
Jewish ancestry." 

https://www.heritagefl.com/photos/big/14105/13
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Neely was persistent after her visit to the archives. "I went back 1,000 years into our family his-
tory. I was surprised to find out that we're direct descendants of Rashi, the French rabbi who au-
thored comprehensive commentary on the Talmud and Tanakh." 

One of the most startling findings was 19 generations ago, her family was linked to Solomon ha-
Levi, a rabbi living in Burgos, Spain, during the 1391 forced-conversions before the inquisition. 
This rabbi offered to convert his family and Jews living in town to Catholicism in return for the 
Catholic Church to bring him in as the rank of a Bishop. This decision trapped the rest of the 
family and countless others into living double lives as anusim. 

"My mother formally became Jewish when she was 75 years old," Neely said after disclosing the 
information about their family history to her. "She wanted to be buried in the Jewish cemetery, 
so we went to a Bet Din, where I presented her case in front of three rabbis. We proved that her 
ancestors were forcibly converted over 500 years ago. She went to the mikvah and today is bur-
ied in the oldest Jewish cemetery in San Diego." 

Neely is now living in Orlando, enjoying being close to her son, Josh Neely and his family. Since 
moving here, she was diagnosed with breast cancer and she had said that fighting the disease has 
taken up so much of her time. 

As her soul pines for the ocean, she has one wish: to take her grandchildren to the ocean to fish.  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2020 AT 11 AM  

Tot Shabbat 
Join Penelope Neely for an in-person,                      
socially-distanced Tot Shabbat at 11 am on December 
19th at Temple Israel! 
 
Tot Shabbat is a joyful and engaging program geared 
toward families with young children, ages 5 and under 
(older siblings are welcome too). This 45-minute   
program includes Shabbat themed songs, stories, a 
Torah parade, simple blessings, and snacks too! 
Meet other families with small children as we       
celebrate Shabbat with the youngest members of our 
community! All are welcome, and temple membership 
is not required. Afterwards, you are welcome to join 
the congregation for the remainder of the morning 
service in the Sanctuary. 

 
To ensure a safe environment we will be limiting the number of family groups in attendance. 
Masks will be required for everyone age 3 and above. It is vital that you RSVP to       

Penelope Neely at penelope.neely@gmail.com with the number of people in your fam-

ily group by Wednesday December 16th. We will provide more detailed safety            

instructions to those who RSVP. 
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Join us for Movie Club!  Our movie of the month of December is  
The Chosen.  Watch the movie on your own time and join us for a 
Zoom meeting to discuss the movie on Sunday, December 27, 2020 
at 10am.  A Zoom link will be sent out a week before the meeting.  
We look forward to seeing you then! 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

TI Sisterhood  

Movie Club 

The Chosen (1982): In 1944, in Brooklyn, two 
Jewish kids become friends.  The story           
elucidates the friendship between two young 
Jews of differing factions.  Daniel is Hassidic, 
while Reuven is a Zionist; though separated 
ideologically, the boys find a common bond 
through their love of the neighborhood games of 
stickball.  The issues of importance of tradition, 
parental expectations and the formation of Israel 
cause constant friction.  
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The RAISE program for adults with special needs is now accepting online        
applications for a limited number of  fall positions. 

RAISE is a 6- to 12-month work and social skills training program offered 
through the Jewish Federation of  Greater Orlando that is open to all faiths and 

provides paid employment at our partnering Jewish agencies. In addition, RAISE 

assists our employees in the transition to finding employment in the community. 
If  you know a young adult who may benefit from RAISE or you are interested 

in volunteering as a Job Coach, please apply online at: jfgo.org/RAISE or        
contact the JFGO office: 407.645.5933 ext 236 

TI Sisterhood Movie Club 

Open to Congregation 

Here are some questions to think about.  During the Zoom, we will share some of the       

background about the true story behind the film, “The Chosen”.  Then we will discuss: 

1. What were you thinking and feeling as you watched this movie? 

2. What feelings did you share with any of the characters in the movie? 

3. As a Jew, what was the most important aspect of this movie? 

4. If you had a chance to ask a character in this movie a question, what would it be? 

“See” you on December 27th
! 
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     B’yachad – Together 

 
This 2020-2021 Torah Fund theme is somewhat ironic and profoundly appropriate for this 
year. More than ever, we need to work together even as we are physically distant! 
 
The pandemic has upended our usual start to the campaign. Our thank you gift, the new pin, 
is stuck in the mail room of JTS. But that does not mean that your pledges are not needed or 
that they will not be appreciated and appropriately recognized. 
 
The process has changed for this year but the need is more vital than ever. As we wonder 
what the future of Conservative/Masorti Judaism will look like, we know that we will be  
depending on the innovation, creativity and insights of our Rabbis, Cantors, educators and 
leaders. Now, more than ever, your support of their education is imperative. 
 
Please join me in supporting the men and women in our 5 seminaries – 

Jewish Theological Seminary – New York, NY 
Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies – Los Angeles, CA 
Schechter Institutes – Jerusalem, Israel 

      Seminario Rabinico Latinoamericano – Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Zacharias Frankel Rabbinical College – Potsdam, Germany 

 
You can become a benefactor ($180 pledge), guardian ($300 pledge) or more and receive a 
thank you pin as soon as they are available. Your pledge can be paid in installments, over the 
course of the fiscal year, with the last payment needed by June 30, 2021. You can send Torah 
Fund cards ($5 includes postage!). You can make a contribution of any amount! 
 
How can YOU be part of this campaign? There are several ways! 

Send your check, payable to TORAH FUND, to Cathy Swerdlow  
115 E Wyndham Court Longwood FL 32779 

Make an online contribution at Torah Fund. Be sure to indicate the name of our Sisterhood 
when prompted! 
Make a transfer of stock or distribution from your charitable donor-advised fund –             
just contact Cathy Swerdlow for more information – cswerd@gmail.com or 407-862-2374 

 
Thank you for your continued support of Torah Fund. Feel free to contact me with any    
questions! 
Cathy Swerdlow 
Torah Fund Chair – Temple Israel Sisterhood 

https://secure2.convio.net/jts/site/Donation2?idb=1826565293&df_id=1481&mfc_pref=T&1481.donation=form1
mailto:cswerd@gmail.com
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December Birthdays 
4 Laurie Feenburg  13 Denise Reback  

6 David Swerdlow  17 Joshua Weiner  

7 Lyla Wolf 20 Aristotle Luck  

8 Jes Baru 21 Melanie Minear-Lazar  

10 Rachel Brown  21 Helen Hosid  

12 Sheri Denberg  21 Dick Katz 

12 Melody Hermann  23 Paula Cohen  

13 Kyle Araujo  26 Ross Katzman  

13 Jameson Yanowitz  29 Eric Foxman  

13 Mariela Capelletti  31 Manuel Garcia  

    

December Anniversaries 
17 Lenore & Howard Roland  26 Rhea & Harry Rein  

22 Lynn & Mark Fenster 26 Melody & David Hermann  

23 Gail & Randall Coverman  29 Michelle & Wayne Bilsky  

25 Fran & Bill Kahn  30 Cari & Scott Kramer  

October 2020 Donations 

GENERAL FUND 

Donor     In Memory Of 
Art Louv & Marci Kagan Louv  Walter & Alberta Louv, Herbert & 
    Gertrude Mednick 
Tess Wise    Husband, Abe Wise  
Ellen Wise Lang   Father, Abe Wise  
David Bottomley   Earl R Bond (maternal grand  
    father)  
David Bottomley   Dorothy Mae Bond Bottomley  
Hillary Kalay   Geoffery Hermann  
Roberta Schreiber   Jay Schreiber   

 
Donor     In Honor Of 
Mark & Erica Davis   Kyle Araujo's Bar Mitzvah  

 
Donor  
David Meltzer 

     

KIDDUSH FUND 

Donor     In Honor Of   
Jes & Etty Baru                                               Carol Albert 
                                                            
The Neely Family                                           Joshua & Penelope’s  
                                                                        20th Wedding Anniversary 
 

 

RABBI’S TZEDAKAH FUND 

Donor     In Memory Of 
Eric Foxman   Dr Daniel Foxman 
Judith Cope   Betty A. Toll, mother-in-law 
Irene & Chet Herman   Jack B. Hosid, beloved father  
Helen Hosid   Jack B. Hosid, beloved husband 
Helen Hosid   Abraham Jabitsky, father  
Helen Hosid   Gertrude Hosid, mother-in-law 
 

Donor     In Honor Of  
Paul & Teresa Finer                                        Kyle Araujo's Bar Mitzvah  
                                         
 

FRIENDS OF ETHAN GOLD’S CHILDRENS LIBRARY FUND 

Donor     In Memory Of 
Lenore Roland   Frances Richman, Beloved Mother 
    & Grandmother  

 

SIDDUR LEV SHALEM FUND 

Donor     In Honor Of 
Mark & Erica Davis   Kyle Araujo's Bar Mitzvah  

 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL & YOUTH PROGRAMING 

Donor                                                              In Honor Of 
The Neely Family                                           Joshua & Penelope’s  
                                                                        20th Wedding Anniversary 
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Welcome to Our Sanctuary 
Rules of Attendance 

 
We need everyone to do their part of this mitzvah of protecting one another from possible expo-
sure. No one is exempt. Please do not choose for yourself if the rules apply; they do. If you can-
not comply with the policies, please continue to join us through our live streaming on the Temple 

Israel website.  www.tiflorida.org  

 If you have had symptoms or been near someone with symptoms, please stay home        
 and seek treatment as necessary. 

 

 If you are immunocompromised, please stay home as well. 

 

 Everyone must properly wear a mask covering their nose and mouth at all times 
 while at Temple Israel. 

 

 Everyone will have their temperature checked at the door. 

 

 Please maintain social distance at all times. 

 

 If you use the bathroom, please use a paper towel to touch any fixtures. 

 

 Please take a kippah from the labeled container and return to the second one. 

 

 Pews are marked for the different days of services.  

 

 Only those who live at the same address may sit in the same pew together. 

 

 Only use books from that pew and return them there as well. 

 

 Please refrain from shaking hands, hugging each other or other contact. 

 

 Those called to the bimah must use sanitizer before going up and after coming 
 down. 

 

 Please follow all additional instructions when on the bimah. 

 

 We will not be having oneg or kiddush meals. 

 

 Please be patient as we implement these policies and continue to adapt to the 

 situation. 

It will be wonderful to be together again and to fill our sanctuary with the sound of 
prayer, Torah and community. Please work with us so we can keep our doors as open as 

our hearts. 

 
Shabbat Shalom 

Rabbi Joshua Neely 

https://www.tiflorida.org/sanctuary-video-stream/
https://www.tiflorida.org/sanctuary-video-stream/
http://www.tiflorida.org

